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and the Russian envoys. The dominant position, of course, was
held by the Russians.

Before long, however, the Russian position began to deteriorate.
The Russian defeats in Europe had repercussions throughout Asia.
Russia's prestige was sinking, and to the degree that it went down
the prestige of China was enhanced.

A Russian bank, with government backing, opened a branch
in Mongolia, but no loans were made to Mongols. The head of the
Russian military force stationed in Mongolia gave expression to his
sense of racial superiority and made himself hated by the people.
The Russian officers of the Mongol troops considered their assign-
ment in Mongolia a temporary one; they did not bother to learn
the Mongol language, the military instruction they gave was in-
adequate, and the Mongol soldiers kept running away.

"The sad disappointment of the Mongols in the Russians and
in Russian policy," a Russian traveler and explorer sums up the
experience, "was reflected in every one of their words, in all their
relations and dealings with the Russians. The solemn chord that
had been audible in their spirit [earlier in the century] had com-
pletely vanished; at all encounters, at all conversations there were
notes of bitter disillusionment, of a reality that satisfied no one." 9

When the Revolution broke out in Russia, Mongolian affairs
were in bad shape. It was obvious that Outer Mongolia benefited
but little from her ties with the Russian Empire; the economic
advantages accruing to Russia were minimal too. Soon the revolu-
tionary events found their reflection in the far-off colony. In 1918
Russo-Chinese relations in Mongolia reached a new crisis.

NORTHERN MANCHURIA

Much smaller in size than Outer Mongolia, northern Manchuria
was of far greater political and economic importance to Russia
than any other of her territorial acquisitions during the century
following the Napoleonic Wars.

For Manchuria as a whole the first decades of the present cen-
tury were a boom time. From a backward, empty country with
a population of 8 to 10 million (1890), she advanced within this
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